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Statistics  and  Social  Conditions 


Area  of  the  Borough  .  .  .  2,704  acres 

Registrar-General's  Estimate  of  the 

Resident  Population  1946  .  4,255 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  .  approx.  1,200 

Rateable  Value  of  the  Borough  .  .  £31,144 

The  Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  .  £124  19s.  2d. 


Vital  Statistics 

LIVE  BIRTHS—  Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate  63 

3i 

32 

Illegitimate  9 

8 

1,  1 

72 

39 

33 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the 

* 

estimated  Resident  Population 

16.9 

Birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales 

per  1,000  of  Civilian  Population 

19. 1 

STILL-BIRTHS— 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

1 

— 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

Total 

2 

— 

DEATHS  in  the  year  1946 

Total 

Male 

Female 

63 

32 

3i 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the 

estimated  Resident  Population 

14.8 

Death-rate  for  England  and  Wales 

‘per  1,000  of  the  Civilian  Population 

n-5 

DEATHS  from  PUERPERAL  CAUSES— 

(a)  Puerperal  Causes  nil 

(b)  Other  Puerperal  Causes  nil 
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DEATH-RATE  of  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  of  AGE 
Total  Number  from  all  Causes  3 

(a)  All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  41.6 

(b)  Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000 

Legitimate  Live  Births  .  47.6 

(c)  Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  m.i 

DEATHS  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  .  2 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  .  ......  Nil 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  .  Nil 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  Nil 

Chief  Causes  of  Death  at  ail  Ages 

Diseases  of  Heart  and  Blood  Vessels  26 

Cancer  2 

Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions  7 

Respiratory  Diseases  5 

Nephritis  3 

Tuberculosis  2 

Suicide  and  Deaths  from  Violence  2 

Congential  Debility,  Premature  Birth  etc.  2 

Diabetes  1 

Influenza  2 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

for  this  Area 

(a)  MEDICAL 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Borough  of  Liskeard 
is — Dr.  J.  G.  Morgan,  Dean  Street,  Liskeard. 

Dr.  E.  Wordley,  The  Laboratory,  Prince  of  Wales  Hospital, 
Plymouth,  carries  out  any  Bacteriological  or  Pathological  In¬ 
vestigation  which  may  be  necessary. 

Dr.  B.  B.  Metcalfe  is  the  Medical  Officer  to  the  Public 
Assistance  Institution  and  is  also  the  Public  Vaccinator. 
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Dr.  Curnow,  the  County  Tuberculosis  Officer  visits  the  Borough 
at  regular  intervals  and  examines  all  suspicious  cases  sent  to 
him  by  the  Medical  Practitioners  of  the  neighbourhood. 

(b)  OTHER  OFFICERS 

The  Borough  Surveyor,  Mr.  E.  J.  Hoar,  is  also  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  for  this  Borough.  He  is  an  Associate  of  the  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute,  a  qualified  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  also  a 
qualified  Meat  and  Food  Inspector. 

OBSTETRIC  CLINIC 

The  County  Obstetrician,  Dr.  Hastings  Ince  holds  an  Ante- 
Natal  Clinic  at  the  Liskeard  Welfare  Centre  once  a  week,  on 
Fridays. 

ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINIC 

Mr.  W.  W.  Rentoul,  the  County  Orthopaedic  Surgeon 
personally  attends  an  Orthopaedic  Clinic  once  a  month,  on 
the  second  Saturday  each  month,  which  is  a  great  boon  to 
this  district  and  is  very  largely  attended. 

INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE 
An  Infant  Welfare  Centre  is  maintained  by  a  local  Voluntary 
Association  and  holds  a  Clinic  for  children  under  five  years  of 
age,  once  a  week,  under  the  direct  supervision  of  one  of  the 
County  Health  Visitors. 

A  Medical  man,  generally  your  Medical  Officer,  attends  once 
a  month,  and  advantage  being  taken  of  this  attendance, 
regular  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  have  been  given  at 
every  session.  Owdng  to  the  untiring  efforts  of  the  Health 
Visitor  the  young  Mothers  willingly  bring  up  most  of  the 
children  under  five  years  to  be  immunised.  * 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 

A  well  equipped  Motor  Ambulance  js  driven  and  staffed  by 
Voluntary  Members  of  the  local  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade. 
The  work  done,  and  the  prompt  and  efficient  response  to  any 
and  every  call  is  marvellous. 

HOSPITAL 

The  Passmore  Edwards  Cottage  Hospital  is  situated  in  this 
Borough.  It  has  2 7  beds  for  Inpatients,  a  good  Operating 
Theatre  and  up-to-date  X-ray  apparatus.  174  In-patients  were 
treated  during  1946  and  also  264  out-patients.  Many  Surgical 
Major  Operations  were  performed. 
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Notifiable  Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis 
during  the  year  1946 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

Measles 

3 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

- - 

— 

Pneumonia 

9 

4 

i 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

- — - 

— 

Acute  Encephalitis 

Lethargria 

1 

1 

i 

Erysipelas 

2 

1  . - 

■ 

9 

Diphtheria 

i 

1 

i 

6 


Tubercolosis. 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0  —  1 

1—5 

5  —  -15 

15  —  45 

45  —  65 

65  and  upwards' 

1 

4 

2 

i 

i 

i 

Totals 

i 

6 

!  2 

1 

I  attach  herewith  the  Sanitary  Report  of  Mr. 
E.  J.  Hoar,  the  Borough  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector 
as  I  consider  that  it  is  so  full  of  information,  and  that 
it  is  also  such  a  good  and  concise  record  of  the  San¬ 
itary  conditions  and  work  done  in  this  department 
during  1946. 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  1946 

To 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Liskeard. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  source  of  supply  is  from  the  Sibly  Back  and  Crylla 
streams  North  of  Liskeard,  and  is  piped  to  St.  Cleer  Downs 
where  it  is  treated. 

The  plant  comprises: — Sedimentation  Tanks,  where  the  water 
is  dosed  with  Chalk  and  Sulphate  of  Alumina;  Mechanical 

Filters,  Lime  dosing  plant,  to  counteract  plumbo-solvent  action 
and  Chlorine  plant. 

Two  samples  a  year  are  taken  for  analysis,  and  readings  are 
taken  each  week  for  residual  chlorine  and  pH  value. 

The  results  of  the  analyses  are  as  follows: — 

Chemical  Results  in  parts  per  100,000. 

(T reated  Water) 

APPEARANCE.  V.  faint  opalescence — v.  slight  deposit  of  mineral  debris. 
TURBIDITY.  Less  than  5  parts  per  million,  Silica  scale. 

COLOUR.  Normal. 

REACTION  pH.  Faint  Alkaline:  8.3. 

ELECTRIC  CONDUCTIVITY  @  20°:  105. 

CHLORINE  IN  CHLORIDES.  ;l.2. 

HARDNESS.  Total.  :3.0. 

NITROGEN  IN  NITRATES.  :0.08. 

FREE  AMMONIA.  :0.0028. 

ALBUMINOID  AMMONIA.  :0.0000. 

ODOUR.  .  Nil. 

FREE  CARBONIC  ACID.  Absent. 

TOT.  SOLIDS  DRIED  @  180°  C.  7.0. 

ALKILINITY  AS  CALCIUM  CARBONATE:  1.7. 

CARBONATE.  1.7. 

NON-CARBONATE.  1.3. 

NITROGEN  IN  NITRITES.  , 

AMMONIACAL  NITROGEN.  >  Less  than  .001. 

ALBUMINOID  NITROGEN.  ' 

OXYGEN  ABSORBED  in  4  hrs.  @  27°C;  0.010. 

METALS.  Iron.;  0.015.  Other  Metals;  Absent. 

'FREE  CHLORINE  REACTION’:  0.1.  part  per  million. 
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Bacteriological  Results. 

(Bacteriological  Sample  de-chlorinated  on  collection.) 


Number  of  Bacteria 

1  day  @  37°C 

2  days  @  37°C 

3  days  @ 

growing  on  Agar  per 
c,c.  or  ml  in 

NIL. 

NIL. 

NIL. 

Presumptive  coliform 

reaction 

PRESENT 

ABSENT 

100  c.c. 

Bact.  Coli. 

PRESENT 

ABSENT 

100  c.c. 

Cl.  weichii  reaction 

PRESENT 

ABSENT 

100  c.c. 

REMARKS 

The  sample  is  almost  clear  and  bright,  in  appearance,  having 
only  very  faint  opalescence  and  a  trace  of  matter  in  suspension. 
The  water  is  very  faintly  alkaline  in  reaction,  soft  in  character, 
has  a  comparatively  low  content  of  mineral  constitutents  in 
solution,  and  is  free  from  metals  except  for  a  minute  trace  of 
iron.  It  is  of  good  organic  quality  and  of  a  high  standard  of 
bacterial  purity.  The  results  are  consistent  with  a  pure  and 
wholesome  water  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

The  whole  of  the  Borough  with  the  exception  of  the  following 
farms  and  cottages  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Council’s 
mains. 

FARMS — Welltown,  Hendra  Bridge,  Maudlin,  Treworgey,  Old 
Treworgey,  Lestitha,  Highwood,  Old  Park,  Ladye  Park. 

WATER 

Cottages  in  the  Borough  not  supplied  with  water  from  the 
Council’s  mains. 

Welltown  2,  Trembraze  i,  Hendra  Bridge  6,  Green  Lane  i, 
Bodgara  Lane  i,  Lestitha  3,  Looe  Mills  4. 

Houses  fed  by  stand  pipe  in  common  yard  of  courts — 58. 

The  remainder  of  the  houses  in  the  town  have  water  laid  on 
in  the  house  or  their  own  tap  outside  the  dwelling. 

No  alterations  or  improvements  have  been  made  in  the 
supply  system  between  Trekeive  and  the  Reservoirs  at  St.  Cleer, 
this  pipe  line  is,  as  previously  reported,  very  defective  and 
in  constant  need  of  repair. 
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There  has  been  a  grave  shortage  of  water  in  the  first  two 
months  of  1946,  caused  by  the  very  hard  frosts  fracturing 
house  services.  To  provide  for  a  constant  supply  of  filtered 
water  under  such  conditions,  it  would  be  necessary  to  increase 
the  size  of  the  main  feeding  the  reservoirs,  also  to  provide 
two  additional  filters. 

It  would  however,  be  desirable  to  provide  one  additional 
filter  so  as  to  filter  all  water  at  present  available. 

The  water  mains  at  the  following  points  are  badly  incrustated 
and  should  be  relaid  : — 

Trevecca  to  Addington. 

Lux  Cross  to  Post  Office,  via  Creenbank  Road. 

Station  Road. 

Lux  Cross  to  Market  Street,  via  Higher  Lux  Street. 


SEWERAGE  and  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

This  matter  has  been  considered  by  the  Council  and  a  firm 
of  Consulting  Engineers  have  made  a  preliminary  report  on  the 
present  system  and  suggestions  as  to  methods  to  be  adopted 
to  prevent  the  pollution  of  streams. 

At  present  sewage  is  discharged  in  an  untreated  state  direct 
into  small  streams  or  direct  on  to  the  land  and  is  the  cause 
of  a  serious  nuisance,  also  a  breeding  place  for  rats. 

i 

SCAVENGING  STREET  CLEANING  REMOVAL  OF 

HOUSE  REFUSE 

This  work  is  being  done  by  direct  labour,  the  collection  of 
house  refuse  being  carried  out  more  satisfactorily  by  this 
method. 

Instructions  have  been  given  that  refuse  collection  is  to  be 
undertaken  from  all  dwelling  houses  other  than  farms  as  from 
the  1st.  April  1947. 

FACTORIES  and  WORKSHOPS 

Number  of  Factories — 4. 

Number  of  Workshops — 4.0. 

Number  inspected — Nil. 
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MILK  SHOPS  and  DAIRIES 


Producer  Retailers  in  the  Borough 

Cummings,  Dark,  Mitchell,  Gilbard,  Jewell  .  5 

Retailers  in  the  Borough  but  Producers  in  the 
Rural  District 

Rogers,  Banbury,  Martin.  .  3 

» 

Retailers  only 

Toms,  James,  Evans  (T.T.Milk)  .  3 

Wholesalers 


Thomas,  Vosper,  Muxworthy,  'Barnett, 
Stephens,  Toms,  Maddever,  Lenthall,  Rogers, 
Wills,  Run  die — Welltown,  Cummings,  Dark, 
Bray,  Copplestone,  Sanders,  Hicks,  Kitt,  Short, 
Mallett,  Higman,  Coombe,  Toms,  Stephens — 
Whitley,  Hoskin— Highwood,  Hooper— 
Trevecca 


Of  the  above,  two  retailers  are  selling  T.T.Milk  and  two 
producers  T.T.Milk. 

MEAT  and  FOOD  INSPECTION 

This  work  has  taken  up  a  considerable  amount  of  time  in 
inspection  and  the  issue  of  condemnation  certificates  to  re¬ 
tailers  etc. 


The  Total  number  of  animals  dealt  with  is  as  follows  : 
Number  of  Animals  slaughtered  .  7> 353 


Meat  Condemned  : — 

Meat  and  Edible  Offal 
Casualty  Carcases 

Tinned  Foods,  Condemned  : 
Assorted  tinned  food 
Canned  beef 

Other  Foods,  Condemned  : 
Assorted 


io  Tons  14  cwts.  7lbs 
20  Tons  9  cwts.  3qrs 

346  Tins 

13  cwts.  I7lbs.  i2ozs. 

9  cwts  3qrs.  17  lbs.  12  ozs. 


* 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Disinfection  by  formalin  spray  of  rooms  and  bedding,  has 
only  been  necessary  in  one  case. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

The  Council  appointed  a  part-time  Rodent  Operator,,  to  deal 
witlr  complaints  of  minor  rat  infestation,  and  make  a  survey 
of  infestation  in  the  Borough  on  private  dwellings. 

The  Council  entered  into  a  Contract  with  the  C.W.A.E.C. 
for  the  treatment  of  the  refuse  dump  and  sewer  outfalls. 

The  sewer  outfalls  are  badly  infested  and  have  been  treated  on 
several  occasions  ;*  with  regard  to  the  infestation  of  dwelling 
houses,  this  is  very  slight  and  then  only  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  bakehouses'  and  domestic  poultry  runs. 

HOUSING  ACT  1936 

No  routine  house  inspections' ,  have!  been  made  during  the 
year  owing1',  to  shortage  of  staff  and  the  time  taken  in  the 
inspection  of :  meat  and  other  foods;  '  also  the  considerable 
amount  of  dime1  taken  up  in  connection  with  the  issue  of 
Ministry  of  Works  Building  Licences  for  repair  work. 

A  report  was  submitted  to  the  Sanitary  Committee  dealing 
with  .175  houses  which  were  either  in  areas  that  should  be 
considered  as  Clearance  Areas,  or  Individual  Unfit  Houses  ;  also 
a  list  of  392  houses  which  are  considered  to  be  sub-standard 
was  submitted,  but  the  Sanitary  Committee  were  of  the  opinion 
that  it  was  not  an  opportune  time  to  make  further  investiga¬ 
tions  and  thei  matter  has  been  deferred  indefinitely. 

I  am  however,  of  the  opinion  that  ■  it  is  desirable  that  a 
detailed  record  be  made  of  the  whole  of  these  houses  and  for 
which  some  temporary  assistance  will  be  required. 

One  house  at  Heathlands  Lane  on  which  a  Demolition  Order 
was  issued  in  1945  has  now  been  vacated  and  the  premises 
closed. 

One  house  at  Holywell,  Hendra  Bridge,  found  to  be  unfit 
in  1945  has  now  returned  to  its  former  use  as  a  barn. 
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NEW  HOUSES 

Two  permanent  houses  have  been  erected  by  the  Council  at 
Higher  Lux  Street,  and  the  site  layout  for  138  houses  on  the 
Lanchard  Estate  is  in  course  of  construction. 

The  site  preparation  for  25  Temporary  Bungalows  is  well  in 
hand  and  it  is  hoped  to  have  these  occupied  shortly. 

The  housing  position  at  Liskeard  is  made  much  more  diffi¬ 
cult  by  having  to  house  people  previously  living  in  Plymouth 
and  by  people  crowding  in  from  the  surrounding  district. 

SQUATTERS  CAMP 

An  ex-Army  camp  at  Luxstowe  has  been  occupied,  mainly 
by  people  from  outside  the  Borough. 

This  camp  is  quite  unsuitable  for  this  purpose  there  being 
no  divisions  in  many  of  the  huts,  no  water  supply  or  drainage 
or  sanitary  arrangements  to  individual  dwellings. 

The  sanitary  arrangement  which  are  used  in  common  are 
defective  and  neglected  and  the  site  will  become  a  likely  spot 
for  the  breeding  of  disease. 


Statutory  Notices  served — 4 


Work  Completed  .  3 

Not  Completed  .  .  1 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  1936 
Statutory  Notices  served 


Insanitary  Premises  1 

Informal  Notices  served 

Defective  Drains  .  2 

Dangerous  Buildings  2 


Matters  reported  to  Local  Atuhority  and  decision  deferred — 

Water  Supply  to  Hendra  Bridge 
Squatters’  Camp,  Luxstowe 


/ 
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I  should  like  to  draw  the  Council’s  attention  to  the  fact 
that,  owing  to  the  Shortage  of  qualified  Staff,  it  has  been 
found  impossible  to  carry  out  the  whole  of  the  duties  for  which 
my  department  is  responsible,  especially  the  routine  house-to- 
house  inspection  ;  the  inspection  of  Factories  and  Workshops 
and  of  Retail  Shops. 

To  satisfy  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  every  respect  it  would 
be  necessary  to  appoint  a  full  time  qualified  Sanitary  Inspector 
for  the  Borough. 

The  Ministry  of  Food  Abattoir  at  Liskeard  at  present  caters 
for  a  considerable  portion  of  the  adjoining  district,  i.e.  Liskeard 
Borough,  Liskeard  Rural  District,  Looe  Urban  District,  and  a 
portion  of  St.  Germans  Rural  District. 

No  assistance,  either  financial  or  practical  aid,  is  given  by 
any  of  these  Local  Authorities,  the  whole  of  the  work  falling 
on  the  Sanitary  Inspector  of  Liskeard  Borough. 

I  should  also  like  to  point  out  that  the  Ministry  of  Health 
require  Local  Authorities  to  issue  licences  for  repairs  to  Dwell¬ 
ings  and  other  buildings. 

The  investigations  necessary,  together  with  the  book-keeping 
and  form  filling  connected  with  this  work  occupy  a  very 
considerable  portion  of  the  time  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  who 
is  also  the  Borough  Surveyor  and  Waterworks  Manager. 

The  General  Health  of  the  Borough  has  been  very  satisfact¬ 
ory  throughout  the  year  1946. 

I  have  nothing  further  to  report. 


JOHN  G.  MORGAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Borough  of  Liskeard. 


1 


INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  health  (including  in 
spections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Premises 

M/c 

Number 

Inspections 

Written 

Occupiers 

line 

on 

% 

notices 

prosecuted 

(1) 

No. 

(2) 

Register 

(3) 

(4) 

(3) 

(6) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1 ,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authorities 

1 

14 

nil. 

i 

nil. 

nil, 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
to  which  Section  7  applies 
(a)' Subject  to  the  Local 
Authorities  (Transfer  of 
Enforcement  Order  I938f 

2 

(b)  Others 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(iii)  Other  Premises  under  the 
ActJ(  excluding  outworkers’ 
premises) 

4 

40 

- 

_ 

_ 

TOTAL 

54 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars  M/c 

line 

No. 


(I)  (2) 

Want  of 

cleanliness  (S.  I)  5 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  6 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3)  7 

Inadequate 

ventilation  (S.4)  8 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6)  9 

Sanitary 

Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient  10 

(b)  unsuitable  or 

defective  I  I 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes  12 

Other  Offences  (not 
including  offences 
relating  to  Home¬ 
work)  13 

TOTAL  60 


f  S.R.  &  O.  1938  No.  488. 

X  i.e.  Works  of  Building  and  Engineering  Construction,  Electrical 
Stations  should  be  reckoned  as  factories. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Found 


Remedied  Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 
Inspector  Inspector 


(3) 


(4) 


(3)  (6) 


No.  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosections 
were 

instituted 

(7) 


- 


•  # 


■/ 


»■ 


V 


. 


K- 


V- 


V-  .1  1 
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